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Make products more sustainable
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We see all of these
1tems as an opportunity
{O create a more
sustainable future -

one product at a time.



GreenBlue® is a nonprofit that equips business with the science

and resources to make products more sustainable.

We're building a world where businesses are leaders for

environmental stewardship and products are designed from the

start with sustainability in mind.

Since our founding in 2002, we've created a coalition of the
world’s most influential companies working together on
sustainable packaging innovations. We've helped companies
replace chemicals in consumer products with ingredients that

are better for the environment and human health.

We've developed tools that support healthy forests worldwide
and a thriving paper and pulp industry. We’ve brought
together some of the brightest minds to tackle sustainability
challenges for textiles and building products. And we've
advised leading companies and government agencies on their

sustainability strategies.

OUR WORK IS SCIENCE-BASED

We bring technical expertise and scientific rigor to business

challenges.

OUR WORK IS SYSTEMS-BASED

We use life cycle thinking to solve problems and drive change

through whole supply chains.

OUR WORK IS INTERDISCIPLINARY

We work across many industry sectors and product types.

OUR WORK IS COLLABORATIVE

We bring together the best minds in business for

sustainability innovations.



GreenBlue:
Where ecology
& Industry meet.

GreenBlue’s team of scientists, engineers, designers, and
business strategists has decades of experience in sustainability
and a proven track record in using that experience for the good
of business. We translate complex scientific concepts into

concrete business strategies.

Read about our current initiatives and

get involved at www.greenblue.org
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Make Packaging
More Sustainable

The Opportunity

Packaging spans all product categories and plays a critical
role in our economy. Yet packaging also consumes resources,

contributes significantly to the waste stream, and can pose

health risks.

GreenBlue works toward a true closed loop system where all
packaging is:
+ Sourced responsibly
Designed to be effective and safe throughout its lifecycle
Meets market criteria for performance and cost
+ Made entirely using renewable energy
Is recycled efficiently to provide a valuable resource for

subsequent generations

We believe that packaging systems
can be developed to promote economic
and environmental health through a

sustainable low of materials.



Our Approach

Through our work leading the Sustainable Packaging
Coalition®, GreenBlue brings together companies from across
the packaging supply chain to collectively develop resources
and implement packaging solutions. Since 2004, we've
delivered results-oriented projects and cutting-edge education
that have established the coalition as the leading global voice

on packaging sustainability.

Activities

SUSTAINABLE PACKAGING COALITION

Creating a vision and finding solutions. The Sustainable
Packaging Coalition is an industry working group of
companies across the packaging supply chain dedicated to a
more robust environmental vision for packaging.

www.sustainablepackaging.org

COMPASS®

Guiding better decision-making. COMPASS is a web-based
application that compares the human and environmental
impacts of packaging designs using a life cycle approach.

www.design-compass.org

RESTART THE CYCLE

Harmonizing information. The SPC has launched a
voluntary national label program to communicate about the
recyclability of packages to consumers.

www.restartthecycle.com

SUSTAINABLE PACKAGING METRICS

How are we doing? A simple question, but the answer entailed an
extensive research and engagement to develop a comprehensive
set of metrics to help companies measure progress toward the

coalition’s definition of sustainable packaging.
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ESSENTIALS OF SUSTAINABLE PACKAGING

Changing behavior through education. This course, which
has been taught to hundreds of business and packaging
professionals, details how sustainability criteria can be

effectively integrated into the packaging development process.

DESIGN GUIDELINES FOR SUSTAINABLE PACKAGING AND
DESIGN LIBRARY

Innovation through design. The SPC authored a framework
to approach sustainable packaging design - highlighting best
practices, adaptable strategies, and reference materials - as

well as an online design library to showcase new innovations.

Resources

Practical Guidance. The SPC has developed a broad range
of publications and resources to further the ever-evolving

implementation of sustainable packaging including:

Assessing the Greenhouse Gas Impacts of Biodegradation in Landfulls
Compostable Packaging: The Reality on the Ground

Design for Recovery Guidelines

Environmental Technical Briefs of Common Packaging Materials
Guide to Packaging Material Flows and Terminology, Guidelines for

Post Consumer Recycled Content in Plastic and Fiber Packaging

( GREENBLUE Charlottesville, VA | 434.817.1424 | www.greenblue.org | info@greenblue.org
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Make Forest Products
More Sustainable

The Opportunity

The world’s forests support our environment, economy,

and way of life. Yet forests face immense pressure with an
increasing world population. Informed decision-making
around forest product sourcing, manufacturing, end-use, and
recovery can help address climate change, improve soil and
water quality, enhance biodiversity, and protect and conserve

one of earth’s most critical natural resources.

GreenBlue develops resources and seeks solutions for issues

that span across the entire life cycle of forest products:

-+ Responsible sourcing

- Efficient use and conservation of raw materials
Conservation of natural systems

+ Clean production

+ Community and human well-being

Credible reporting and verification

- Affordability

We believe it’s possible to protect our
forests and support a thriving forest
products industry through informed,
responsive corporate actions and

innovation.



Our Approach

GreenBlue provides significant expertise and a proven

track record of innovative, collaborative work with the

forest products industry. In 2009, we acquired Metafore,

a nonprofit focused on environmentally preferable wood

and paper products. Building on this work, GreenBlue has
brought together leading forest products buyers and sellers to
promote greater understanding of the key issues throughout
the supply chain and to develop resources to help companies

take practical steps to meet these challenges

Activities

FOREST PRODUCTS WORKING GROUP

Positive transformation through supply chain
collaboration. The Forest Products Working Group brings
together cross-industry representation of leading companies

to address unmet needs in the forest products sector.
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EPAT®

Improving performance through smarter purchasing.
EPAT (Environmental Paper Assessment Tool) is a web-based
application that allows buyers and sellers of paper products
to evaluate the environmental performance of paper along the

supply chain. www.epat.org

PAPER LIFE CYCLE

Promoting education and understanding. The Paper Life
Cycle is an online resource that provides key environmental
information about the sourcing, production, use, and end-of-
life of paper, including analyses, trend reports, white papers,

case studies, and fact sheets. www.thepaperlifecycle.org

CORPORATE FORUM FOR PAPER AND THE ENVIRONMENT
Progress through partnership. In collaboration with the
Forest Products Association of Canada, the Corporate Forum
on Paper and the Environment brings together paper and
pulp buyers and sellers to provide information about market

factors affecting the cycle of fiber.

( GREENBLUE Charlottesville, VA | 434.817.1424 | www.greenblue.org | info@greenblue.org
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Make Chemicals
More Sustainable

The Opportunity

Millions of products we use every day contain chemicals that
present significant human and environmental health hazards.
These toxic substances eventually pollute our waterways and
can be harmful to humans, due to ongoing or direct exposure.
Our understanding of the effects these chemicals have on our
bodies and on ecosystems lags behind the innovation that has

created these products.

Green chemistry focuses on the design of chemicals at the
molecular level to improve their human and environmental
health performance, based on the guiding principles that
chemicals should:

Possess little or no toxicity
- Preserve efficacy of function

Be made from a renewable raw material

Not persist in the environment

- Minimize the potential for chemical accidents

As the field of green chemistry advances, our collective
challenge is to translate green chemistry principles into

practice through the design of everyday consumer products.

We believe products can be safer for

people and ecosystems alike.



Our Approach

As companies seek to formulate safer consumer products
through the innovative application of green chemistry,
GreenBlue provides reliable technical information on the

chemicals used in their products.

We develop tools and resources to promote green chemistry
principles and the production and use of benign chemicals
throughout the supply chain. Our CleanGredients database
was created to help companies share chemical information
and in turn drive continuous innovation in green chemistry
and the development of safer products. We have helped
many of the largest product formulators substitute hazardous

chemicals with safer alternatives.
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Activities

CLEANGREDIENTS®

A marketplace for green chemicals. CleanGredients is an
online database that provides verified scientific data to help
companies identify safer alternatives for use in consumer
products, with a current focus on cleaning products. The
chemicals listed in the database must meet established
criteria for superior environmental and human health
performance that were developed in collaboration with the
U.S. EPA’s Design for the Environment Program. The database
helps chemical suppliers showcase the environmental and
human health advantages of their chemicals and formulators
identify better chemical alternatives that are safer and more
environmentally sustainable.

www.cleangredients.org

USING GREEN CHEMISTRY EXPERTISE TO INFORM OUR WORK
A common perspective. The expertise we have developed
through our work in chemicals informs all GreenBlue
programs, particularly our work in packaging. Our definition
of sustainable packaging requires that packaging is beneficial,
safe, and healthy throughout its life cycle and is made from
materials that are healthy in all probable end-of-life scenarios,
and we are currently developing resources to address material

health challenges in packaging.

( GREENBLUE Charlottesville, VA | 434.817.1424 | www.greenblue.org | info@greenblue.org
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Make Business
More Sustainable

The Opportunity

To thrive in a future with dwindling resources, expensive
energy, and stiffer regulation, business will have to design,
make, and market products in more sustainable ways. The
businesses that do that sooner rather than later will create a
competitive advantage for themselves, but they often need

guidance along the way.

GreenBlue knows the potential of business to develop
innovative solutions for our most pressing sustainability
challenges, which is why we work not only with whole
industry sectors but also one-on-one with companies, industry
associations, government agencies, and nonprofits. GreenBlue
Advisory Services can help reduce an organization’s
environmental impact by developing strategic solutions to

meet their sustainability objectives.

A guiding principle of our Advisory Services program is to
cause systemic change. A single business can influence a
whole industry for the better, and entire markets can evolve,

one company at a time.

We believe business can be a catalyst for

sustainable transformation.



Our Approach

GreenBlue Advisory Services helps business leaders embrace
sustainability by developing innovative yet practical solutions.
By integrating sustainability into their core operating principles,
companies can ensure long-term competitiveness. We help
transform business processes and products by applying our deep
understanding of sustainability to each company’s particular

needs, from short-term research to long-term strategy.

Activities

SUSTAINABILITY SCENARIO PLANNING

Understanding risks and opportunities. We help companies
assess what sustainability means to them, where opportunities
for innovation exist, and what strategies need to be developed
for the future. We can help you shape your long-range vision

and goals with sustainability in mind.

METRICS DEVELOPMENT AND APPLICATION

Measuring change. We help you set priorities and evaluate
your performance over time. We work with you to define your
goals, establish metrics, collect data, track performance, and

communicate the results effectively.

INTEGRATION INTO BUSINESS UNITS

Strategies turned into action. We translate broad
sustainability strategies into implementation plans for
individual business units, developing clear action items and

metrics for each unit.

( GREENBLUE Charlottesville, VA | 434.817.1424 | www.greenblue.org |
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MATERIALS ASSESSMENT

Making smarter material choices. We map material flows
to identify impacts across the supply chain, analyze trends
by sector, assist with material optimization, and perform
alternatives research, all of which can help a company
understand the tradeoffs and implications of different

material choices.

Advisory Services Clients

GreenBlue Advisory Services has worked with many well-
known brands to tackle today’s most pressing challenges, and
these companies are leading their industries in the transition
to a sustainable system by transforming their own products,

manufacturing processes, and operations:
Cadbury

CFA Institute

The Coca-Cola Company

Food and Consumer Products of Canada
HAVI Global Solutions

J. Crew

Kraft Foods

National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)
Nestlé

Nespresso

Nike

SC Johnson

info@greenblue.org
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T GREENBLUE

Charlottesville, Virginia
434.817.1424
www.greenblue.org

info@greenblue.org

© a"
Recycled oo
Supporting responsible use
of forest resources

FSC www.fsc.org Cert no. SGSNA-COC-003987
© 1996 Forest Stewardship Council

There are many different attributes of paper to consider when selecting a product
forusein print production. GreenBlue chooses its paper by taking into account not
only price and performance but how it is sourced and manufactured. This paper
is Mohawk Options PC white vellum which is made from 100% post-consumer
waste. It meets Forest Stewardship Council standards and is manufactured with
certified GreenE windpower. The paper meets high environmental standards
for the quality of its source materials and the transparency of its manufacture
through Mohawk Paper’s use of GreenBlue’s Environmental Paper Assessment

Tool® (EPAT).

This booklet was printed in Virginia at a print shop committed to environmental
stewardship and certified by the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality
as a Conditionally Exempt Small Quantity Generator (CESQG) on machines with
low-VOC solutions. Along with being FSC certified, they use water-based plate
processing technology, so there are no harmful chemicals as a byproduct of the
developing process. 100% of their paper waste is captured and recycled, and all

metal printing plates and inks are recycled.
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